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Abstract 

This study examines the relevance of Deuteronomy 21:18–21 to contemporary parenting 

practices in Eziama Ntigha, Abia State, Nigeria. The passage, which prescribes severe communal 

punishment for rebellious children, reflects values of strict discipline and collective responsibility 

that resonate with traditional African parenting models. However, applying such ancient 

principles in modern contexts raises critical ethical, legal, and psychological concerns. Using a 

qualitative approach, the research integrates historical-critical exegesis with empirical data from 

interviews and focus groups involving parents, pastors, and community leaders. The study is 

guided by key theoretical frameworks, including Attachment Theory, Parenting Styles Theory, and 

Social Learning Theory. Findings show that while biblical and traditional disciplinary values 

remain influential, they are increasingly challenged by globalization, urbanization, youth 

autonomy, and digital media exposure. These shifts have weakened communal parenting systems 

and contributed to rising youth misconduct. The study proposes a hybrid parenting model that 

combines biblical values, African communal ethics, and modern child development principles. It 

offers practical insights for parents, religious leaders, and policymakers seeking to maintain 

moral order while adapting to evolving societal demands. 

Keywords: Deuteronomy 21:18–21, African parenting, communal discipline, child development, 

biblical ethics, Eziama Ntigha. 

1.0 Introduction 

Parenting remains one of the most 

fundamental institutions in human society 

[i],  shaping not only the development of 

individual children but also the moral fabric 

and long-term stability of communities[ii]. 

Across cultures and historical periods, 

parenting practices have varied widely, 

influenced by religious beliefs[iii], cultural 

norms[iv], socio-economic conditions[v], 

and philosophical worldviews[vi]. In 
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traditional African societies, including 

communities like Eziama Ntigha in Abia 

State, Nigeria, child-rearing has been both a 

familial and communal responsibility, 

emphasizing respect for elders, moral 

discipline, and conformity to social 

expectations[vii]. 

One notable biblical text that addresses the 

issue of parental authority and community 

involvement in discipline is Deuteronomy 

21:18–21[viii], a passage that prescribes 

communal stoning for a persistently 

rebellious child[ix]. While such an 

injunction reflects the theocratic and 

patriarchal structures of ancient Israelite 

society, it has continued to evoke 

theological and ethical debates, especially in 

contemporary Christian communities 

navigating between tradition and 

modernity[x]. The core values expressed 

discipline, authority, and communal 

responsibility are not entirely foreign to 

African cultural frameworks[xi]. However, 

the literal application of such texts in a 

modern context, particularly in relation to 

child rights, legal frameworks, and 

psychological development, raises 

significant concerns[xii]. 

In Nigeria, parenting is undergoing major 

transformations due to globalization, 

urbanization, digital media, and shifting 

family structures. Communities like Eziama 

Ntigha[xiii], traditionally governed by 

strong moral codes and religious influence, 

are now witnessing increased youth 

rebellion, moral relativism, and reduced 

community cohesion. This trend calls for a 

critical re-evaluation of parenting 

frameworks that are rooted in both Scripture 

and indigenous practices. 

This study, therefore, seeks to explore how 

the biblical instruction in Deuteronomy 

21:18–21 is interpreted and applied within 

the Eziama Ntigha community, and how 

traditional African parenting practices 

interact with modern child development 

paradigms. The goal is to determine whether 

a contextual and balanced model of 

parenting can be developed one that respects 

biblical authority and cultural values, yet 

aligns with modern human rights and 

psychological well-being standards. 

By integrating theological analysis with 

empirical fieldwork and modern 

psychological theory, this research 

contributes to a broader understanding of 

culturally adaptive parenting. It aims to 

inform not only religious scholarship but 

also social policy and community-based 

approaches to child-rearing in contemporary 

Africa. 

2.0 Literature Review 

The literature review examines the 

intersection of biblical doctrine, traditional 

African parenting, and contemporary 

sociocultural influences. It is structured 

around four key areas: (1) biblical and 

theological perspectives on parenting, (2) 

traditional African parenting systems, (3) 

modern parenting models and challenges, 

and (4) comparative and theoretical 

frameworks. 
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2.1 Biblical and Theological 

Perspectives on Parenting 

Biblical parenting is rooted in divine 

commandments, with the Old Testament 

placing significant emphasis on obedience, 

discipline, and covenantal upbringing (Deut. 

6:6–7; Prov. 22:6)[xiv]. One of the most 

controversial passages is Deuteronomy 

21:18–21, which outlines a legal process 

whereby a persistently rebellious son may 

be brought before the elders and subjected 

to communal execution by stoning[xv-xvi]. 

Scholars interpret this passage not merely as 

a legalistic rule but as a symbolic warning 

intended to uphold communal integrity and 

deter social deviance[xvii]. The New 

Testament modifies this approach, 

emphasizing grace, love, and spiritual 

formation[xviii]. Ephesians 6:4 and 

Colossians 3:21 caution fathers against 

harsh discipline that may provoke or 

discourage children[xix]. Here, discipline is 

reoriented toward guidance and moral 

nurturing[xx]. Contemporary biblical 

scholars like Tripp (2020) advocate a Christ-

centered parenting approach, where love, 

instruction, and spiritual modeling replace 

punitive measures [xxi]. 

2.2 Traditional African Parenting 

Systems 

In pre-colonial and traditional African 

societies, parenting was collective. Children 

were viewed not as personal property but as 

communal assets[xxii]. Parenting extended 

beyond biological parents to include 

extended family members, elders, and 

neighbors[xxiii]. Discipline was often 

physical but rooted in restorative justice and 

communal correction[xxiv]. Respect for 

authority, age, and societal norms formed 

the backbone of African child-rearing 

ethics[xxv]. This communal model aligns, 

in principle, with the collective 

responsibility expressed in Deut. 21:18–

21[xxvi]. However, traditional African 

communities generally stop short of 

implementing extreme punishments like 

stoning[xxvii]. Instead, public shame, social 

isolation, or rituals of reintegration were 

used as tools of correction. 

2.3 Contemporary Parenting Models and 

Challenges 

Modern psychology and pedagogy have 

reshaped global parenting practices[xxviii]. 

Theories by Bowlby (Attachment 

Theory)[xxix], Baumrind (Parenting Styles 

Theory)[xxx], and Bandura (Social 

Learning Theory)[xxxi] have informed a 

paradigm shift from authoritarian to more 

authoritative and child-centered 

approaches[xxxii]. Baumrind’s typology—

authoritative, authoritarian, permissive, and 

uninvolved—remains a foundational 

framework in modern parenting 

studies[xxxiii]. Contemporary parenting 

emphasizes emotional bonding, positive 

reinforcement, autonomy, and 

psychological safety. However, critics argue 

that many modern approaches risk 

undermining discipline and resilience by 

overemphasizing permissiveness[xxxiv]. 
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In African urban settings, parenting faces 

growing challenges from globalization, the 

erosion of extended family structures, the 

influence of Western media, and the rise of 

youth culture. Studies shows how digital 

technologies[xxxv] and socioeconomic 

pressures[xxxvi] contribute to youth 

delinquency, loss of cultural identity, and 

moral laxity in Nigerian communities. 

2.4 Comparative and Theoretical 

Perspectives 

Comparative studies indicate that African 

and biblical parenting models share values 

of obedience[xxxvii], community 

responsibility, and moral 

discipline[xxxviii], whereas Western 

models prioritize individuality, emotional 

support, and child autonomy[xxxix]. The 

challenge lies in reconciling these 

paradigms within modern African Christian 

communities without compromising on 

legal standards, child rights, or spiritual 

integrity[xl]. The Attachment Theory 

(Bowlby, 1969) explains how secure 

emotional bonds affect long-term behavior 

and trust[xli]. Baumrind's Parenting Styles 

Theory (1983) helps evaluate disciplinary 

outcomes based on control and 

responsiveness[xlii]. Bandura’s Social 

Learning Theory (1977) emphasizes 

modeling and imitation, reinforcing the role 

of parental behavior in moral 

development[xliii]. These frameworks help 

contextualize how biblical and traditional 

principles may be harmonized with 

contemporary psychology in a hybrid model 

of parenting. 

The literature reveals a significant gap in 

integrative models that harmonize scriptural 

directives, African communal values, and 

modern developmental psychology. 

Existing studies either emphasize biblical 

theology or sociocultural adaptation, but 

few explore how both can be interwoven in 

real-life parenting contexts such as Eziama 

Ntigha. This research addresses that gap by 

exploring how Deuteronomy 21:18–21 can 

be reinterpreted within the framework of 

modern African parenting to build morally 

resilient and culturally grounded youth. 

3.0 Methodology 

This section details the research design, 

location, population, sampling method, data 

collection instruments, and analysis 

techniques used in this study. To explore the 

application of Deuteronomy 21:18–21 

within the parenting practices of Eziama 

Ntigha, a multi-method qualitative research 

design was adopted. Visual representations 

of the research process and data structure are 

provided to enhance clarity and 

comprehension. 

3.1 Research Design 

This study employed a qualitative, 

exploratory research design integrating: 

• Historical-critical textual analysis (of 

Deuteronomy 21:18–21) 

• Ethnographic fieldwork (interviews, 

focus groups) 
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• Contextual theological reflection 

(linking biblical interpretation with 

modern realities) 

This design allows for an in-depth 

understanding of how parents, community 

leaders, and youths interpret biblical 

parenting values in real life. 

 

 

Figure 1: Research Design Framework 

3.2 Study Area 

The study was conducted in Eziama Ntigha, a Christian-dominated rural community in Isiala 

Ngwa North LGA, Abia State, Nigeria. The area features deep-rooted traditional practices 

coexisting with modern Christian values. 
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Figure 2:  Map of Study Area (Eziama Ntigha, Abia State) 

3.3 Target Population 

The population consisted of individuals directly involved in child-rearing, religious instruction, 

and moral formation: 

Participant Group Number Targeted Rationale 

Parents 10 Primary caregivers 

Clergy & Religious Leaders 5 Interpret biblical texts and advise 

Traditional Elders 5 Custodians of cultural values 

Teachers/Educators 5 Influence on child development 

Youths (14–17) 5 Provide insights into discipline 

https://www.ijresd.net/


(ISSN) Print: 2992-5665 and Online: 2992-5673 

Impact Factor: 5.5   ||  https://www.ijresd.net  
Vol 7 Issue 2. Jan, 2025 

 

289 

 

 

Figure 3: Participant Distribution by Category 

3.4 Sampling Technique 

A purposive sampling method was used to 

select 30 information-rich participants who 

had direct experience with parenting or 

community discipline, were familiar with 

both biblical and traditional models of moral 

instruction, and were open to discussing 

sensitive cultural and theological issues. 

3.5 Instruments for Data Collection 

The following tools were employed in the 

research: semi-structured interviews, which 

were conducted one-on-one and focused on 

participants’ perceptions of discipline, 

rebellion, and the relevance of scripture; 

focus group discussions, which included 

three separate groups parents, a mixed group 

of clergy and elders, and youth and explored 

themes such as communal discipline, the 

metaphor of stoning, and cultural shifts; 

textual analysis, in which Deuteronomy 

21:18–21 was examined using the 

historical-critical method with the aid of the 

Hebrew-English Interlinear Bible and 

commentaries by Tigay (2016) and Wenham 

(2022); and field observations, which were 

recorded during visits to schools, church 

services, and community meetings. 
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Table 1: Data Collection Matrix 

Method Participants Tools Used Purpose 

Interview Parents, Elders, 

Clergy 

Recorder, Interview 

Guide 

In-depth individual 

perspectives 

FGD Mixed groups FGD Guide, Notes Cross-sectional communal 

viewpoints 

Observation Schools, 

Churches 

Field Journal Non-verbal behavior, 

context clues 

Textual 

Study 

Biblical texts Bible software, 

commentaries 

Theological framing of 

discipline 

3.6 Data Analysis 

Data were analyzed using Thematic Analysis, guided by the framework developed by Braun and 

Clarke (2006). This process involved familiarization with the data, generating initial codes, 

identifying potential themes, reviewing and refining these themes, defining and naming them, 

and finally producing the report. 

Table 2: Emerging Themes from Analysis 

Theme Code Description Sample Quotation 

Communal 

Discipline 

Community shares 

responsibility for children 

“A child belongs to the whole 

village.” 

Tension with 

Modern Law 

Biblical models conflict with 

legal norms 

“We can’t stone kids today, even if 

they disobey.” 

Moral Decay Youth losing traditional values “They now listen more to their 

phones than to elders.” 

Need for Hybrid 

Model 

Calls for balance between 

tradition and rights 

“We need a method that respects 

both Bible and law.” 
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Figure 4: Word Cloud from Interview Transcripts 

3.7 Validity, Reliability, and Triangulation 

Triangulation was achieved by comparing data from interviews, focus group discussions, and 

field observations. Member checking was employed to validate participants’ responses during 

follow-up calls. Additionally, a peer review was conducted with two scholars specializing in 

theology and African studies. 

 

3.8 Ethical Considerations 

Ethical approval was obtained from the Department of Christian Religious Studies, Clifford 

Univerity, Owerrinta. All participants gave informed consent, and confidentiality was strictly 

observed. Pseudonyms were used in data presentation. 

 
Figure 5: Methodological Process Model 
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4.0 Results and Discussion 

This section presents the findings of the 

research, organized according to the study 

objectives and research questions. Data 

were analyzed thematically and compared 

against theological insights from 

Deuteronomy 21:18–21 and established 

parenting theories. Visuals and direct 

quotations from participants enrich the 

analysis. 

4.1 Understanding Deuteronomy 

21:18–21 in Its Original Context 

The textual analysis of Deuteronomy 21:18–

21 reveals its function within ancient 

Israelite society as both a legal prescription 

and moral deterrent. The passage outlines a 

communal procedure whereby parents bring 

a persistently rebellious son before the 

elders for judgment, potentially leading to 

execution by stoning. Scholars such as 

Tigay (2016) and Wenham (2022) suggest 

that the law served a symbolic and 

pedagogical purpose rather than reflecting 

common legal practice. It reinforced societal 

expectations of obedience and upheld 

parental authority through communal 

validation. Key themes that emerged from 

the biblical analysis include the support of 

parental authority by the broader 

community, the understanding that 

persistent rebellion disrupts the covenantal 

order, and the framing of communal justice 

within the context of religious law. 

4.2 Community Perspectives in Eziama 

Ntigha 

Findings from interviews and FGDs in 

Eziama Ntigha indicate strong parallels 

between biblical and traditional African 

values in parenting. Parents, elders, and 

pastors emphasize discipline, respect for 

elders, and community involvement in 

correcting deviant behavior. However, there 

is a near-universal rejection of literal 

interpretations of stoning or corporal 

execution. A parent, aged 47, explained, 

“We don’t believe in killing our children, but 

they must be corrected. The whole village 

helps if a child goes astray.” 
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Figure 6: Parental Attitudes Toward Deut. 21:18–21 

 

4.3 Influence of Modernity and Changing Parenting Norms 

Respondents expressed concern over the erosion of traditional values. Key challenges include 

exposure to Western media, decline of communal child-rearing, urban migration, and the 

influence of technology. 

Table 3: Identified Parenting Challenges in Eziama Ntigha 

Challenge Frequency Community Impact 

Smartphone/Internet use High Weakens child-parent communication 

Youth disrespect toward elders High Cultural breakdown 

Lack of communal involvement Moderate Reduced external discipline mechanisms 

Fear of legal repercussions High Limits physical discipline by parents 
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A youth participant, aged 17, remarked, “They say we should obey elders, but on TikTok and 

Instagram, it’s about being bold and free.” 

 

Figure 7: Trends in Parenting Concerns Across Age Groups 

4.4 Evaluating Current Parenting Practices 

While many parents in Eziama Ntigha practice authoritarian or communal parenting models, 

there is increasing awareness of modern psychological approaches. Teachers and pastors advocate 

for balance, recommending structured guidance over fear-based control. 

Table 4: Observed Parenting Styles in the Community 

Style Features Prevalence 

Authoritative Balanced rules with empathy Moderate 

Authoritarian Harsh discipline, no negotiation High 

Permissive Minimal control, high responsiveness Low 

Uninvolved Indifference, low involvement Rare 
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A male teacher stated, “We must discipline with understanding. Beating alone does not teach 

values.” 

4.5 Cultural Interpretation of 

‘Stoning’ 

Respondents consistently interpreted 

“stoning” as metaphorical—representing 

collective moral correction rather than 

physical violence. Some viewed it as a 

warning embedded in cultural rhetoric. An 

elder, aged 72, reflected, “In our culture, a 

stubborn child is not stoned, but shamed. 

Shame can be stronger than pain.” 

The interpretive summary revealed that all 

participants rejected the literal application 

of stoning. However, there was 

metaphorical acceptance of the concept, 

with many interpreting it as a call for 

collective enforcement of discipline. 

Additionally, stoning was viewed as serving 

a moral function, acting as a cultural tool to 

uphold family honor and social order. 

4.6 Proposed Hybrid Parenting Model 

Based on the findings, the study proposes a 

hybrid parenting model that integrates 

biblical principles such as discipline, 

obedience, and respect; traditional African 

values including community involvement 

and guidance from elders; and insights from 

modern psychology, particularly emotional 

intelligence and non-violent methods of 

correction. 
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Figure 8: Hybrid Parenting Model Framework 

A Venn diagram illustrates the intersection of biblical teaching, which emphasizes authority and 

structure; African tradition, which highlights communal support; and modern psychology, which 

focuses on empathy and communication. 

Table 5: Summary of Key Findings 

Research Question Key Finding 

How is Deut. 21:18–21 interpreted in 

Eziama Ntigha? 

Symbolically, as communal discipline—not 

literal punishment 

What challenges affect parenting today? Technology, legal limits on discipline, loss of 

communal control 

What parenting models are prevalent? Mostly authoritarian; growing interest in 

authoritative style 

How can parenting be improved? Hybrid model combining scripture, culture, and 

psychology 

Discussion and Theoretical Reflection 

The findings align with Bandura’s Social 

Learning Theory, highlighting the role of 

modeled behavior in shaping youth conduct. 

The rejection of violent discipline reflects a 

shift toward Baumrind’s authoritative style, 

where control is exercised with empathy. 

The Attachment Theory underlines the 

importance of emotional closeness in child 

development—a concept still present in 

African communal systems, albeit 

challenged by modern pressures. 

Ultimately, the cultural reinterpretation of 

Deut. 21:18–21 supports a contextual 

theology approach, where biblical authority 

is upheld but expressed in culturally and 

legally appropriate forms. 

5.0 Summary, Conclusions, and 

Recommendations 

5.1 Summary 

This study explored the relevance and 

application of Deuteronomy 21:18–21 in the 

contemporary parenting context of Eziama 

Ntigha, Abia State, Nigeria. By employing a 

qualitative research methodology including 

historical-critical textual analysis, 

interviews, focus groups, and field 

observations the study assessed how 

traditional African parenting values and 
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biblical teachings intersect with modern 

socio-cultural dynamics. 

The research found that while the biblical 

text emphasizes discipline, respect for 

authority, and communal responsibility, its 

literal application is neither culturally nor 

legally acceptable in today’s Nigerian 

society. Instead, the community of Eziama 

Ntigha interprets the passage symbolically, 

aligning with its own traditional disciplinary 

frameworks that avoid extreme punishment 

while still promoting collective child-

rearing. Modern challenges such as 

globalization, the erosion of communal 

systems, legal constraints on corporal 

punishment, and the pervasive influence of 

digital technology have significantly 

impacted parenting practices. Despite these, 

the values of communal involvement, moral 

instruction, and respect for elders remain 

central to the community’s understanding of 

effective parenting. 

The study proposed a hybrid parenting 

model that harmonizes biblical imperatives, 

African cultural values, and contemporary 

psychological principles. This model offers 

a culturally grounded, spiritually informed, 

and developmentally appropriate approach 

to child-rearing. 

5.2 Conclusions 

Based on the research findings, several 

conclusions are drawn. First, Deuteronomy 

21:18–21, while historically and 

theologically rooted in ancient Israelite law, 

retains symbolic and moral relevance in 

Eziama Ntigha as a framework for 

promoting discipline and communal 

responsibility. Second, the literal 

implementation of this passage is rejected 

by the community due to contemporary 

legal, ethical, and human rights standards, as 

well as evolving theological understanding. 

Third, traditional African parenting systems 

which emphasize community support, elder 

guidance, and structured discipline are 

aligned in spirit with the communal ethos of 

the biblical text, although they employ less 

severe methods of enforcement. Fourth, 

modern parenting challenges, particularly 

those arising from technology, 

individualism, and urbanization, require a 

reimagining of parenting practices that 

address current realities while preserving 

core moral values. Finally, a contextually 

informed hybrid model of parenting is both 

feasible and necessary to integrate scriptural 

authority, cultural wisdom, and 

developmental psychology in raising 

morally responsible and emotionally stable 

children. 

5.3 Recommendations 

Based on the study’s findings, several 

practical recommendations are proposed for 

different stakeholders. 

For parents, it is recommended to adopt a 

balanced parenting style that combines firm 

moral instruction with emotional support, to 

limit and supervise children's use of digital 

devices to minimize negative influences, 

and to engage in continuous learning about 

child psychology and non-violent discipline 

strategies. For religious leaders and 
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churches, the study advises teaching 

contextual interpretations of difficult 

biblical texts such as Deuteronomy 21:18–

21 to prevent misuse or misapplication, 

organizing faith-based parenting seminars 

that integrate biblical values with modern 

child-rearing knowledge, and promoting 

church-community partnerships to support 

collective moral education. 

For educators and schools, the integration of 

values-based education into the curriculum 

is encouraged, with an emphasis on 

responsibility, respect, and cooperation. In 

addition, partnerships with parents should 

be fostered to monitor and support 

children’s development, especially in moral 

and behavioral areas. For community 

leaders and elders, the study recommends 

reinforcing traditional systems of 

community mentoring for youths, such as 

peer-led moral instruction and cultural 

storytelling, and creating forums where 

parenting challenges can be addressed 

collectively through dialogue and 

workshops. 

Finally, for policymakers, the study suggests 

supporting parenting support programs and 

community education initiatives that 

promote mental health and positive 

discipline, as well as enacting and enforcing 

policies that protect children while also 

empowering parents with lawful means to 

guide behavior. 

Table 6: Summary of Stakeholder Responsibilities 

Stakeholder Recommended Actions 

Parents Practice hybrid parenting, regulate screen time 

Religious Leaders Contextual Bible teaching, organize parenting seminars 

Educators Integrate moral values in education 

Elders/Leaders Provide cultural mentorship, moral supervision 

Policymakers Promote child welfare policies and parenting education 

5.4 Implications for Future Research 

Parents are responsible for adopting a 

balanced approach to parenting that 

combines moral guidance with emotional 

support, supervising digital media use, and 

continuously educating themselves on child 

development and non-violent discipline. 

Religious Leaders and Churches should 

provide contextual biblical teaching, 

facilitate faith-based parenting programs, 

and foster partnerships with the wider 

community to support moral education. 
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Educators and Schools are tasked with 

integrating values-based education into the 

curriculum and collaborating with parents to 

support students’ moral and behavioral 

development. Community Leaders and 

Elders play a vital role in preserving and 

promoting traditional mentoring practices 

and creating communal spaces for dialogue 

on parenting challenges. Policymakers are 

responsible for supporting mental health and 

parenting initiatives, and for implementing 

laws that protect children while empowering 

parents to guide them responsibly. 

5.5 Final Reflection 

This research affirms that biblical texts 

remain relevant but must be interpreted 

within the cultural, legal, and psychological 

realities of contemporary society. In Eziama 

Ntigha, as in many African communities, 

parenting is more than a family affair it is a 

collective, spiritual, and moral mission. 

Balancing Scripture, culture, and modernity 

offers a path toward raising responsible, 

God-fearing, and socially conscious youth 

in a changing world. 
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