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Abstract 

The study explores how Christian converts in Idumeje-Unor often reject certain traditional burial 

rites, such as rituals and ancestral worship, which they believe contradict biblical teachings. 

However, traditionalists argue that these rites are important for honoring the dead and preserving 

the culture of the community. This disagreement creates tension, especially during the planning 

and performance of burial ceremonies, where the two groups may struggle for control. The aim of 

this study, therefore, is to examine the ways through which the people of Idumeje-Unor can 

preserve their cultural identity while practicing the Christian faith; and explore the possibility of 

achieving a balance that respects both Christian religious beliefs and traditional customs in 

Idumeje-Unor. Data for the study were collected through both primary and secondary sources. The 

study was anchored on Structural Functionalism Theory propounded by Émile Durkheim because 

of its relatedness. The findings show that while some families have found ways to blend Christian 

and traditional practices peacefully, others continue to experience serious conflict. The clash is 

often more intense in households where both beliefs are strongly represented. The study 

recommended that the people of Idumeje-Unor should actively engage in cultural preservation 

initiatives that highlight the value of their traditions alongside their Christian faith. Also, efforts 

should be made to create a respectful dialogue platform where religious leaders and traditional 

custodians collaborate to find common ground. By fostering mutual understanding and 

cooperation, it is possible to develop inclusive practices that honor both Christian beliefs and 

traditional customs, ensuring that neither is disregarded in important community ceremonies. 
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Introduction 

Christianity is one of the major religions in 

Nigeria, with a large number of followers 

spread across different parts of the country. It 

was introduced in the 15th century by 

Portuguese missionaries, but it became more 

established in the 19th century through the 

efforts of British missionaries. These 

missionaries built churches, schools, and 

hospitals, which helped attract many 

Nigerians to Christianity. Over time, many 

communities converted to the religion, 

especially in the southern part of the country 

(Okeke, 2020). 

Many Christians in Nigeria combine their 

religious beliefs with modern practices such 

as attending church services online or 

listening to gospel music. Christian holidays 

like Christmas and Easter are widely 

celebrated, and they bring families and 

communities together. Through activities 

such as crusades, revivals, and evangelism, 

churches continue to spread their message to 

more people across the country (Olowu, 

2018). Despite its growth, Christianity in 

Nigeria sometimes clashes with the 

traditional customs and beliefs of the people. 

In many communities, customs such as 

ancestral worship, traditional festivals, and 

certain rites of passage are seen as important 

cultural practices. Christianity often 

discourages these customs, labeling them as 

ungodly or sinful. This has created tension 

between Christians and those who still hold 

on to traditional values (Nwankwo, 2022). In 

some cases, this conflict has led to divisions 

within families and communities. For 

example, a Christian convert may refuse to 

take part in traditional ceremonies, leading to 

rejection or misunderstanding by family 

members. Some Christians also destroy 

traditional symbols or shrines as a sign of 

their new faith, which may cause further 

disputes. These conflicts show the challenge 

of balancing religious beliefs with respect for 

cultural heritage in Nigeria (Ibrahim, 2021). 

One of the major issues that have continued 

to make case between Christians and some 

communities is traditional burial rites. 

Traditional burial rites are an important part 

of culture in many Nigerian communities. 

These rites are seen as a way to honor the 

dead and to ensure their peaceful journey to 

the spirit world. They usually involve 

ceremonies, music, dancing, and sacrifices, 

depending on the customs of the particular 

ethnic group. The family and community 

play key roles in organizing and participating 

in these burial activities (Eze, 2018). 

However, Christianity often disagrees with 

some aspects of traditional burial rites. Many 

churches believe that these rites go against 

Christian teachings, especially when they 

involve sacrifices, ancestral worship, or the 

use of charms and rituals. Christians are 

taught to rely on prayers and the Bible rather 

than traditional spiritual practices. As a 

result, many church members reject these 

cultural rites and prefer Christian funerals 

that focus on prayers, hymns, and sermons 

(Okafor, 2020). 

This disagreement has caused problems in 

many Nigerian communities. In some cases, 

Christians who die are buried without the full 
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traditional rites, leading to conflict with 

elders or family members who insist on 

following the old customs. In other cases, 

Christians who refuse to take part in the 

burial of a relative according to tradition may 

be seen as disrespectful or disobedient to 

their culture. These situations often lead to 

tension between church members and 

traditional leaders (Bassey, 2019). 

In Idumeje-Unor, a community in Aniocha 

North Local Government Area of Delta State, 

there have been serious disagreements over 

burial rites. The people of this community 

have strong traditional customs when it 

comes to burying the dead. These customs 

include special rituals that must be followed 

before a person is buried. However, 

Christians in the area have often rejected 

these practices, leading to clashes with 

community elders who believe that the dead 

must be buried in line with cultural tradition 

(Umeh, 2021). 

The church teaches that the soul of the dead 

should be committed to God through prayers 

and worship, not through traditional rituals. 

This belief leads many Christians to avoid 

practices that involve pouring libation, 

calling on ancestors, or offering items to the 

spirit of the dead. While they still show 

respect to the dead, their method is very 

different from what the traditional culture 

expects. This change has not been accepted 

by all, and many traditionalists see it as a 

threat to their way of life (Chukwu, 2022). 

In Idumeje-Unor, the clash between Christian 

beliefs and traditional burial rites continues 

to cause division among families and within 

the community. Some people are caught in 

the middle, wanting to respect both their faith 

and their cultural heritage. The lack of 

agreement has sometimes led to delays in 

burials or open disagreements during funeral 

ceremonies. This has called for a careful 

examination of this situation to identify how 

religion and culture can exist together in 

modern Nigerian communities such as 

Idumeje-Unor. 

Statement of the Problem 

In Idumeje-Unor, a town in Aniocha North 

Local Government Area of Delta State, the 

conflict between Christianity and traditional 

burial rites has become a growing concern. 

For generations, traditional customs have 

guided the community’s burial practices, 

which include ceremonies, rituals, and 

ancestral observances. These customs are 

deeply rooted in the people’s belief system 

and cultural identity. However, with the 

spread of Christianity, many now see these 

traditional practices as conflicting with their 

faith, especially when such rituals are 

believed to involve idol worship or spiritual 

elements not aligned with Christian 

teachings. 

As more people in the community embrace 

Christianity, they often reject traditional 

burial rites, leading to tension between the 

older generation, who still uphold these 

customs, and the younger, more religiously 

conservative Christians. This has caused a 

division within families and the larger 

community. In some cases, Christian families 

have refused to perform traditional rites for 

deceased loved ones, causing disagreements 
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with elders who believe that such practices 

are essential for the proper transition of the 

dead to the ancestral world. 

Attempts have been made to create a middle 

ground, where some Christian families allow 

minor traditional symbols or 

acknowledgments, while others organize 

purely Christian burials. However, these 

compromises are not always accepted by all, 

and there remains no standard way to bridge 

the gap. Without clear community 

agreements or mutual respect, the struggle 

between tradition and faith continues to 

grow, weakening unity in times when 

collective support is most needed.  

This situation raises some important 

questions:  

1. How can the people of Idumeje-Unor 

preserve their cultural identity while 

practicing their Christian faith?  

2. Can a balance be found that respects 

both religious beliefs and traditional 

customs in Idumeje-Unor?  

Purpose of the Study 

The main purpose of the study is to examine 

the conflict between Christianity and 

traditional burial rites in Idumeje-Unor, 

Aniocha North, Delta State. Specifically, the 

study sought to:  

1. examine the ways through which the 

people of Idumeje-Unor can preserve 

their cultural identity while practicing 

the Christian faith. 

2. explore the possibility of achieving a 

balance that respects both Christian 

religious beliefs and traditional 

customs in Idumeje-Unor. 

 

Research Methodology 

The data were gathered from primary and 

secondary sources. The primary data were 

gathered from interviews, participant 

observations, and personal experiences. 

These were supplemented with materials 

gathered from secondary sources which 

include library materials, various journals, 

books, related publications and internet 

materials. Qualitative descriptive analysis 

was used to analyze the data generated in the 

course of this study. Qualitative descriptive 

analysis is an approach used in qualitative 

research to analyze and interpret data in a 

descriptive and systematic manner. It 

involves the detailed examination and 

interpretation of qualitative data to identify 

and describe patterns, themes, and meanings 

within the data set (Udah, 2021). In view of 

the fact that this study is mainly on a culture-

area, the culture-area approach of analysis 

was also employed in order to examine the 

conflict between Christianity and traditional 

burial rites in Idumeje-Unor, Aniocha North, 

Delta State. 

Literature Review 

Concept of Christianity 

Christianity is often defined as a 

monotheistic religion based on the life and 

teachings of Jesus Christ. According to Uwa 
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(2017), Christianity is the belief in one God 

who revealed Himself through Jesus, whom 

Christians regard as the Son of God and the 

savior of the world. This definition 

emphasizes the central figure of Jesus and the 

role of divine revelation in shaping Christian 

beliefs. It also highlights the personal 

relationship that believers are encouraged to 

have with God through faith in Jesus. 

Another definition views Christianity as a 

way of life rooted in the message of love, 

grace, and salvation. According to Nmah 

(2019), Christianity is not only about doctrine 

and worship but also about living a moral and 

compassionate life based on Christ’s 

teachings. This perspective goes beyond 

religious rituals and focuses on the ethical 

and social implications of Christian beliefs. It 

encourages followers to act justly, love 

others, and live according to the values found 

in the Bible. 

Christianity is also seen as a community of 

believers who share common beliefs, values, 

and practices. According to Ojo (2020), 

Christianity can be defined as a faith-based 

community that upholds the teachings of 

Christ and spreads His message through 

fellowship, worship, and evangelism. This 

definition points to the communal aspect of 

the religion, where members support one 

another and grow spiritually together. It also 

includes the mission to share the gospel with 

others. 

Concept of Tradition 

Tradition is commonly defined as the passing 

down of customs, beliefs, and practices from 

one generation to another. According to 

Emeagwali (2018), tradition involves cultural 

habits and knowledge that are inherited from 

ancestors and preserved over time. This 

definition shows that tradition is a way of 

keeping a group’s identity and values alive. It 

is often shared through stories, festivals, 

language, and other cultural expressions. 

Tradition is also defined as a source of 

wisdom and knowledge. According to 

Adeyemi (2017), tradition carries the 

experiences and teachings of the elders, 

which are seen as important for guiding 

younger generations. This definition shows 

that tradition is not just about old customs but 

also includes values and lessons that are 

useful for solving everyday problems. It 

connects people to their past and helps them 

understand who they are. 

Some scholars define tradition as a tool for 

cultural identity and pride. Nwachukwu 

(2019) explains that tradition gives people a 

sense of belonging and connects them to their 

roots. It includes language, dress, food, and 

ways of celebrating life events. This 

definition stresses that tradition can bring 

people together and give them confidence in 

their culture, especially in the face of modern 

changes or foreign influences. 

Concept of Traditional Burial Rites 

Traditional burial rites are commonly defined 

as the cultural and religious practices 

performed by a community when a person 

dies. According to Eboh (2018), traditional 

burial rites include a series of ceremonies and 

rituals that honor the dead and ensure their 

peaceful journey to the spirit world. These 

practices are passed down from generation to 
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generation and are considered sacred by the 

people who perform them. They reflect the 

community's beliefs about life, death, and the 

afterlife. Traditional burial rites are also 

defined as social and family events that bring 

people together. According to Umeh (2020), 

these rites serve as a time for family 

members, friends, and the wider community 

to gather, mourn, and celebrate the life of the 

deceased. This shows that burial rites are not 

only spiritual but also social activities that 

strengthen unity, relationships, and shared 

identity among people. Traditional burial 

rites can be seen as symbolic acts that mark 

the transition of the dead from the physical 

world to the spiritual world. As stated by 

Adegbite (2017), these rites are full of 

meaning, including songs, prayers, sacrifices, 

and symbols that guide the soul of the 

deceased. This definition shows that burial 

rites are more than customs—they carry deep 

messages about how people understand death 

and the journey beyond. Together, these 

definitions help us understand the cultural, 

spiritual, and social importance of traditional 

burial rites. 

Theoretical Framework 

Structural Functionalism was propounded by 

Émile Durkheim. It is a sociological theory 

that views society as a system made up of 

different parts that work together to maintain 

stability and order. This theory suggests that 

each part of society, such as family, religion, 

education, and government, has a role or 

function to perform. These functions help to 

keep society running smoothly. When all the 

parts work well together, society remains 

stable and balanced. 

Structural Functionalism also believes that 

social norms, values, and laws are important 

in keeping society organized. When people 

follow these rules, society can function 

properly. However, when there is a 

disturbance, like crime or conflict, the theory 

sees these issues as temporary problems that 

can help society adjust and improve. This 

means even negative events can have a 

function by bringing attention to areas that 

need change. 

Structural Functionalism can help explain the 

conflict between Christianity and traditional 

burial rites in Idumeje-Unor, Aniocha North, 

Delta State, by showing how both religious 

and cultural institutions play important roles 

in maintaining social order. According to the 

theory, every social institution has its 

function, and the traditional burial rites in 

Idumeje-Unor serve cultural and spiritual 

purposes. They help preserve identity, ensure 

respect for the dead, and unite families and 

communities. On the other hand, Christianity 

introduces new religious values and practices 

that often reject traditional customs, 

especially those seen as unbiblical. 

From a structural functionalist view, the 

church as a religious institution has its own 

function—to guide moral behavior, offer 

spiritual support, and promote Christian 

values. However, when Christian teachings 

contradict traditional practices, especially 

during burial rites, a clash of functions can 

occur. This results in social tension and 

confusion about what is acceptable. For 

https://www.ijresd.net/


(ISSN) Print: 2992-5665 and Online: 2992-5673 

Impact Factor: 5.5   ||  https://www.ijresd.net  
Vol 8 Issue 1. JUN, 2025 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT 

https://www.ijresd.net (ISSN) Print: 2992-5665 and Online: 2992-5673 

81 

instance, while traditionalists may insist on 

rituals to honor ancestors, Christians may 

refuse to participate, believing those 

practices go against their faith. This conflict 

disrupts the expected harmony within the 

community. Using this theory, we can 

understand that the goal is not necessarily to 

eliminate either Christianity or traditional 

practices, but to find a balance where both 

can serve the society’s needs. If community 

leaders and religious figures work together, 

they can create new ways of performing 

burial rites that respect both traditions and 

religious beliefs. This will help restore social 

order and allow both systems to function 

together rather than in conflict. 

Overview of Idumeje-Unor Community 

Idumeje-Unor is a traditional community 

located in Aniocha North Local Government 

Area of Delta State, Nigeria. It is a rural 

settlement known for its deep cultural 

heritage and strong ties to ancestral practices. 

The people of Idumeje-Unor identify as part 

of the Anioma ethnic group, which is 

predominantly Igbo-speaking. The 

community is structured around kinship and 

lineage systems, which play important roles 

in shaping social and cultural life. According 

to Nwoko (2021), traditional values and 

communal living still define the daily 

interactions and institutions within Idumeje-

Unor. 

The community places high importance on 

customs and traditions, especially those 

connected to life events such as birth, 

marriage, and death. Burial rites, in 

particular, are treated with reverence as they 

symbolize the passage of individuals to the 

ancestral world. These rites are not just 

cultural but also spiritual, as they are believed 

to maintain the link between the living and 

the dead. Ezeani (2020) notes that traditional 

burial practices in such communities are 

sacred and are performed with strict 

adherence to ancestral instructions passed 

down through generations. Religious life in 

Idumeje-Unor has undergone transformation 

over time with the introduction of 

Christianity. The arrival of Christian 

missionaries brought new beliefs and 

practices that gradually spread across the 

community. While many people embraced 

Christianity, traditional customs did not 

disappear. Instead, both systems now coexist, 

often leading to tension in areas where their 

teachings conflict. Okonkwo (2019) explains 

that despite the rise of Christianity, 

traditional beliefs still influence many 

aspects of daily life in rural communities like 

Idumeje-Unor. 

The people of Idumeje-Unor are known for 

their strong sense of identity and cultural 

pride. They continue to preserve their 

customs through oral history, rituals, and 

festivals. The tension between Christianity 

and traditional practices, especially during 

burial rites, reflects a deeper struggle 

between modern religious beliefs and cultural 

continuity. As observed by Obi (2022), this 

ongoing interaction between Christianity and 

tradition shapes the spiritual and social 

experiences of the people, often resulting in 

disagreements within families and the wider 

community. 
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Traditional Institutions and Practices in 

Idumeje-Unor Community 

Traditional institutions in Idumeje-Unor play 

a vital role in maintaining social order and 

preserving cultural heritage. These 

institutions include the council of elders, 

traditional rulers, and various age-grade 

groups that govern community affairs and 

enforce customs. The council of elders acts as 

the custodian of traditions and is responsible 

for resolving disputes and guiding the 

community on matters related to culture and 

religion. According to Ekwueme (2018), 

such institutions are central to sustaining the 

values and norms that define the 

community’s identity. Among the notable 

traditional practices in Idumeje-Unor are 

those associated with rites of passage such as 

naming ceremonies, marriages, and 

particularly burial rites. These practices are 

governed by strict protocols that have been 

handed down through generations. Burial 

rites are considered crucial as they serve to 

honor the deceased, maintain harmony with 

the ancestors, and ensure the spiritual well-

being of both the dead and the living. 

Chukwu (2019) emphasizes that these rituals 

help to reinforce social bonds and cultural 

continuity within the community. 

Furthermore, the community’s traditional 

religious beliefs are intertwined with these 

institutions and practices. Idumeje-Unor 

people believe in a supreme deity, ancestral 

spirits, and other spiritual forces that 

influence daily life. Traditional festivals and 

ceremonies often involve offerings and 

prayers to these spirits to seek protection, 

blessings, and guidance. According to 

Nnamani (2020), such religious elements 

embedded in traditional practices strengthen 

communal ties and provide a framework for 

understanding life and death within the 

community. 

Burial Rites Rejected by Christians in 

Idumeje-Unor Community 

Christians in Idumeje-Unor often reject 

certain traditional burial rites because they 

conflict with Christian beliefs and doctrines. 

These rites are viewed as incompatible with 

the teachings of the Bible and the principles 

of the Christian faith. For instance, some 

traditional practices involve rituals that 

Christians believe to be idolatrous or 

superstitious, which contradicts the 

monotheistic nature of Christianity. As noted 

by Okafor (2018), Christians tend to avoid 

any ceremony that appears to worship 

ancestors or spirits, seeing such acts as 

contrary to their faith. 

Another aspect of traditional burial rites 

rejected by Christians is the invocation of 

ancestral spirits. In traditional beliefs, the 

ancestors are considered active participants 

in the lives of the living and are honored 

through specific rituals. However, Christians 

believe in direct communication with God 

and view the invocation of ancestors as 

unnecessary or even forbidden. According to 

Musa (2019), this fundamental difference in 

spiritual orientation causes many Christians 

to distance themselves from such rituals in 

the community. 
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Christians also reject certain ceremonies 

involving the display of grief and mourning 

that are deeply embedded in traditional burial 

rites. These include practices that encourage 

extended periods of wailing or elaborate 

mourning performances. While these 

customs serve important social and cultural 

purposes, some Christians see them as 

expressions of despair that contradict the 

hope of resurrection and eternal life 

promoted by Christianity. As explained by 

Eze (2020), Christian doctrine emphasizes 

comfort, faith, and the assurance of life after 

death, which often leads to a rejection of 

prolonged mourning rituals. 

Additionally, the use of specific traditional 

symbols and artifacts during burial 

ceremonies is often rejected by Christians in 

Idumeje-Unor. These items, which may have 

spiritual or ritualistic significance, are 

sometimes seen as incompatible with 

Christian worship and are therefore avoided. 

Nwosu (2021) highlights that Christians 

prefer simpler funerals focused on prayers 

and scripture readings rather than traditional 

rites involving symbolic objects. This 

rejection reflects a broader tension between 

maintaining cultural identity and adhering to 

Christian religious practices in the 

community. 

Christian Doctrine and Its Influence on 

Funeral Practices in Idumeje-Unor 

Community 

Christian doctrine significantly shapes 

funeral practices among Christians in 

Idumeje-Unor community. Central to 

Christian belief is the understanding of death 

not as an end but as a transition to eternal life. 

This belief encourages Christians to focus on 

hope and resurrection rather than rituals 

aimed at appeasing spirits or ancestors. 

According to Ibekwe (2017), this perspective 

influences the way Christians conduct 

funerals, prioritizing prayers, hymns, and 

scripture readings that emphasize salvation 

and eternal rest. 

The Christian emphasis on the sanctity of the 

human body also impacts funeral customs in 

the community. Christian doctrine generally 

discourages practices that may be seen as 

disrespectful or manipulative towards the 

deceased’s body. Christians in Idumeje-Unor 

therefore avoid certain traditional rites that 

involve elaborate treatments of the corpse or 

symbolic actions believed to affect the spirit. 

As noted by Adeyemi (2019), such doctrines 

promote a dignified and solemn approach to 

funerals, centered on respect for the deceased 

and faith in God’s promise of resurrection. 

Moreover, Christian funerals in Idumeje-

Unor often include formal church services 

led by clergy, which differ from traditional 

community-led ceremonies. These services 

usually involve prayers for the soul of the 

departed, sermons on life after death, and the 

use of Christian symbols such as the cross. 

According to Chima (2020), this liturgical 

framework provides comfort to mourners and 

reinforces Christian teachings on death, 

reinforcing a communal faith experience 

distinct from indigenous practices. 

Christian doctrine also influences the attitude 

towards mourning and grief in Idumeje-

Unor. While traditional rites may encourage 
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prolonged expressions of sorrow, 

Christianity promotes a balanced approach 

that allows for mourning but encourages 

believers to find peace through faith. Okeke 

(2021) explains that this theological view 

helps Christians cope with loss by 

emphasizing hope and the eventual reunion 

with loved ones in heaven, thus shaping a 

funeral culture that is both spiritual and 

hopeful in nature. 

Areas of Tension and Disagreements on 

Burial Rites  

Tensions arise in Idumeje-Unor between 

Christians and traditionalists because of 

differing views on burial rites. One key area 

of disagreement is the role of ancestral 

worship and rituals during funerals. While 

traditional burial rites often involve honoring 

ancestors through specific ceremonies, 

Christians reject these practices, seeing them 

as contrary to their faith. As Nnamdi (2018) 

explains, this fundamental difference in 

belief systems creates friction within families 

and the community when deciding how 

funerals should be conducted. 

Another source of tension is the length and 

nature of mourning rituals. Traditional 

customs may require extended periods of 

mourning with elaborate ceremonies, 

whereas Christian funerals tend to be shorter 

and focused on prayers and hymns. This 

difference often leads to conflicts between 

Christians who prefer simpler funerals and 

family members who insist on maintaining 

traditional mourning practices. According to 

Amadi (2019), these conflicting expectations 

create emotional and social strain during an 

already difficult time. 

Disagreements also emerge over the use of 

cultural symbols and objects during burial 

ceremonies. Many traditional rites involve 

symbolic items believed to assist the 

deceased’s journey to the afterlife or to 

protect the living. Christians in Idumeje-

Unor often view these symbols as 

incompatible with Christian teachings and 

refuse to participate in their use. Obi (2020) 

highlights that this rejection can lead to 

divisions within extended families, as some 

members seek to uphold cultural heritage 

while others prioritize religious beliefs. 

Furthermore, leadership and decision-

making about funerals often cause disputes. 

Traditional leaders and elders usually have 

authority over burial rites in the community, 

but Christians tend to look to church leaders 

for guidance. This dual authority system 

sometimes leads to disagreements about who 

should direct funeral proceedings and which 

rites should be observed. As noted by 

Nwankwo (2021), these overlapping 

influences complicate funeral arrangements 

and deepen tensions between Christian 

converts and those adhering strictly to 

tradition. 

Social Consequences of the Conflict 

The conflict between Christianity and 

traditional burial rites in Idumeje-Unor 

community has significant social 

consequences that affect the cohesion of 

families and the broader community. One 

major consequence is the breakdown of 

https://www.ijresd.net/


(ISSN) Print: 2992-5665 and Online: 2992-5673 

Impact Factor: 5.5   ||  https://www.ijresd.net  
Vol 8 Issue 1. JUN, 2025 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT 

https://www.ijresd.net (ISSN) Print: 2992-5665 and Online: 2992-5673 

85 

family unity. When members of the same 

family hold opposing views on how burial 

rites should be conducted, disagreements 

often escalate into serious disputes. 

According to Ezeani (2019), such conflicts 

can lead to estrangement between relatives, 

weakening family bonds that are essential for 

social support and cooperation. 

Another social consequence is the erosion of 

communal harmony. Idumeje-Unor, like 

many traditional communities, depends 

heavily on shared cultural practices to 

maintain social order. When these practices 

are contested, it creates divisions that affect 

community relationships. Okeke (2018) 

points out that the tension between Christians 

and traditionalists over burial rites sometimes 

results in social exclusion or stigmatization, 

which undermines the spirit of togetherness 

and mutual respect within the community. 

The conflict also impacts the status and 

authority of traditional institutions. 

Traditional leaders and elders are custodians 

of cultural rites and have the responsibility to 

uphold customs. However, the growing 

influence of Christianity challenges their 

authority, especially in funeral matters. As 

noted by Nwosu (2020), this challenge 

sometimes leads to a loss of respect for 

traditional leaders, which can weaken the 

community’s ability to manage social affairs 

effectively. 

Furthermore, the conflict influences 

generational relationships within families 

and the community. Older generations often 

hold strongly to traditional practices, while 

younger members who embrace Christianity 

may reject these customs. This generational 

divide fosters misunderstandings and tension, 

making it difficult to reach consensus on 

important cultural issues. According to Ugwu 

(2021), the gap between elders and youth 

over burial rites threatens the transmission of 

cultural heritage to future generations. 

Social cohesion is also affected by the 

conflicting religious and cultural identities 

within the community. Individuals caught 

between Christianity and traditional beliefs 

may experience confusion or isolation, as 

they struggle to balance these sometimes 

opposing worldviews. As highlighted by 

Chima (2022), this identity conflict can lead 

to social alienation, affecting individuals’ 

sense of belonging and participation in 

communal life. 

Summary  

The conflict between Christianity and 

traditional burial rites in Idumeje-Unor, 

Aniocha North, Delta State, highlights the 

tension between modern religious beliefs and 

longstanding cultural practices. 

Christianity’s introduction to the community 

brought new religious doctrines that often 

contradict the indigenous burial customs 

deeply rooted in the people’s cultural 

identity. This clash has generated 

disagreements over how funerals should be 

conducted, especially since burial rites are 

central to both spiritual beliefs and social 

cohesion in the community. 

Traditional burial rites in Idumeje-Unor 

involve ceremonies and rituals that honor 

ancestors and maintain spiritual connections 
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between the living and the dead. However, 

many Christians in the community reject 

these practices because they conflict with 

biblical teachings and Christian doctrines, 

such as the rejection of ancestral worship and 

rituals deemed superstitious. This divergence 

has created tensions within families and the 

broader community, as members navigate the 

challenge of honoring both religious faith and 

cultural heritage. 

The influence of Christian doctrine has led to 

significant changes in funeral practices, 

including shorter mourning periods, 

simplified ceremonies, and a focus on prayer 

and scripture. These changes sometimes 

clash with traditional expectations, causing 

disagreements not only over the rites 

themselves but also over who has the 

authority to conduct and direct funeral 

activities. The resulting tensions affect social 

relationships, often causing divisions within 

families and weakening the role of traditional 

leaders and institutions. 

Conclusion  

The conflict between Christianity and 

traditional burial rites in Idumeje-Unor 

presents a complex challenge that goes 

beyond religious differences to touch on 

issues of cultural identity and social 

cohesion. This tension reflects the broader 

struggle many communities face when 

modern religious beliefs intersect with long-

established customs. The community’s 

experience shows that such conflicts are not 

simply about rituals but about the deeper 

meaning attached to life, death, and the 

afterlife within different worldviews. 

Christianity’s influence in Idumeje-Unor has 

introduced new perspectives on death and 

mourning, emphasizing faith, hope, and the 

promise of eternal life. While these teachings 

provide comfort to many, they also challenge 

traditional practices that have long been seen 

as vital to maintaining the link between the 

living and the ancestors. The rejection of 

certain rites by Christians has led to social 

friction, highlighting the difficulties of 

balancing respect for religious convictions 

with the preservation of cultural heritage. 

The social consequences of this conflict are 

significant, as it impacts family unity, 

communal harmony, and the authority of 

traditional institutions. Disputes over burial 

rites can deepen generational divides and 

cause social alienation among those caught 

between two belief systems. Therefore, 

addressing these conflicts requires more than 

religious debate; it calls for inclusive 

dialogue that respects both the spiritual needs 

of Christians and the cultural values of 

traditionalists. 

Recommendations  

1. The people of Idumeje-Unor should 

actively engage in cultural 

preservation initiatives that highlight 

the value of their traditions alongside 

their Christian faith. This can be 

achieved through community 

programs that document and 

celebrate traditional practices, 

encourage storytelling, and educate 

younger generations about their 

cultural heritage in a way that 

complements their religious beliefs. 
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2. Efforts should be made to create a 

respectful dialogue platform where 

religious leaders and traditional 

custodians collaborate to find 

common ground. By fostering mutual 

understanding and cooperation, it is 

possible to develop inclusive 

practices that honor both Christian 

beliefs and traditional customs, 

ensuring that neither is disregarded in 

important community ceremonies. 
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